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Virtual Collection of Masterpieces

“I¢ is indeed very remarkable, rich in content, broad in scope with an excellent choice of objects. What s interesting
and important of course is the collaborative and inclusive aspect of the project.”
Neil MacGregor, director of the British museum

An international cooperation project between museums

29 museums from Asia and 26 museums from Europe have contributed approximately 1000
masterpieces to the Virtual Collection of Masterpieces (VCM). Officially launched in Gyeonggi in
Korea on the 13" of September 2007, the Virtual Collection of Masterpieces is a Web-accessible
selection of images and accompanying information on Asian masterpieces from Asian and
European museums. The project presents the Masterpieces of the contributing museums’
collections through the Internet in order to promote mutual understanding and appreciation
between the peoples of Asia and Europe and to provide easy access of this information for both
the general public and professionals alike.

The VCM chooses to present masterpieces, because “Museums all over the world take pride in
masterpieces; people are fascinated by those pieces of art and culture of such quality that they
transcend the ordinary to speak across time about cultural expression and achievement.” The
website raises the question of the definition of a masterpiece; every participating museum
explains why its masterpieces are considered as such.

The VCM is supported by the Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF) in Singapore as a flag ship
project and led by a consortium of Asian and European museums.

History

The Asia-Furope Foundation (ASEF), which was launched by the Asia-Europe Meeting
countries (ASEM) on the 15" of February 1997 in Singapore, secks to promote understanding
between the peoples of Asia and Europe through intellectual, cultural and people-to-people
exchange. This exchange includes conferences, lecture tours, workshops, seminars and the use of
web-based platforms.

Taking up the challenges of ASEF’s mission, some museum directors in Asia and Europe
embarked on a programme of cooperation, called the Asia-Furope Museums Network
(ASEMUS). In August 2005, ASEMUS museums considered highlighting the masterpieces as the
first phase of an ambitious project in order to promote greater understanding between the
peoples of Asia and Europe. ASEMUS has initiated many projects, the Virtual Collection of
Masterpieces being one of the most important.

The founding partners

Volkenkunde, National Museum of Ethnology, Leiden
Gyeonggi Provincial Museum, Korea

National Heritage Board, Singapore

National Museum of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines
Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, China

Musée du quat Branly, Paris, France

Chester Beatty Library, Dublin, Ireland

Museum of World Culture, Gothenburg, Sweden

Asia Europe Foundation (ASEF)

Asia Pacific Regional Organisation of ICOM (ICOM-ASPAC)




Contributing museums
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China
China
China

Czech Republic

Finland
France
France
Germany
Germany
Germany
Hungary
Indonesia
Indonesia
Indonesia
Indonesia
Ireland

Italy
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Japan

Japan
South-Korea
South-Korea
South-Korea
South-Korea
Laos

Laos

Laos

Laos
Netherlands
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Philippines
Philippines
Poland
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Poland
Poland
Portugal
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Slovenia
Spain
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

Sweden
Thailand

Vienna
Beijing
Shanghai
Hong Kong
Prague
Helsinki
Paris
Paris
Goettingen
Hamburg
Munich
Budapest
Jakarta
Jakarta
Jakarta
Jakarta
Dublin
Rome
Rome
Tokyo
Nagasaki
Seoul
Seoul
Seoul

Museum fir Vélkerkunde

Palace Museum

Shanghai National Museum

Museum of Art, Kowloon

Naprstek Museum

Kulttuurien Museo

Musée du quai Branly

Musée Guimet

Ethnographic Collection of the University of Goettingen
Museum fir Voélkerkunde

Staatliches Museum fiir Volkerkunde Miinchen
Ferenc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asiatic Arts
Museum Kebangkitan Nasional

Museum Nasional Indonesia

Museum Sumpah Pemuda

Museum Basoeki Abdullah

Chester Beatty Library

Museo "Giuseppe Tucci"

Museo Nazionale Preistorico Etnografico "Luigi Pigorini"
National Museum

Nagasaki Museum of History and Culture
National Museum

Hanyang University Museum

Sejong University Museum

Yongin-city, Kyonggi-do Gyeonggi Provincial Museum

Vientiane
Vientiane
Vientiane
Vientiane
Amsterdam
Leiden
Manila
Makati City
Torun
Warszawa
Warszawa
Krakow
Lisbon
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Singapore
Ljubljana
Madrid
Gothenburg
Stockholm
Stockholm
Stockholm
Chiang Mai

Hong Prakaew

National Museum

Sisaket Museum

That Luang Museum
Tropenmuseum

National Museum of Ethnology
National Museum

Ayala Museum

District Museum Torun

Muzeum Azji 1 Pacyfiku w Warszawie
National Museum in Warsaw
National Museum in Krakow
Calouste Gulbenkian Museum
Asian Civilisations Museum
Singapore Art Museum

National Museum of Singapore
National Archives of Singapore
NUS Museum

Slovene Ethnographic Museum
Museo Nacional de Antropologia
Museum of World Culture
Museum of Ethnography
Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities
Medelhavsmuseet

Chiang Mai National Museum




Thailand Chiang Rai Rai Mae Fah Luang

Vietnam Hanoi Vietnam Museum of Ethnology

Vietnam Hanoi Vietnam Fine Arts Museum

Vietnam Hanoti National Museum of Vietnamese History
United Kingdom London Victoria and Albert Museum

Future development

The Virtual Collection of Masterpieces is the beginning of a long commitment to cooperation
between Asian and European museums. The VCM will be maintained properly and will be
further developed by adding more participating museums and actively engaging them. Extension
of the VCM will be specifically focused on those countries that have not many participating
museums yet (e.g., China, India, Pakistan and Mongolia). The objective is to present 5000 Asian
masterpieces on-line by 2010 and to make them widely accessible. The VCM will also provide
new tools, which will be used for various educational activities.

Finally, the VCM can also offer a unique virtual working and meeting place for museum
professionals, a platform for collaboration and cooperation between the Asian and European
museums, and a virtual showcase of ASEMUS in cyberspace.
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World of Masterpieces Manunggul Burial Jar
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The Chester Seaty Library, Dubin: & »
Sl Stories Object type Prehistoric
Materials carthenware: dlay

Search the VCM
Measurements madmum: 51.5 cm x56.5 cm

Calendar of Events Creator name of Quezon, Palawan (L
FAQ. Where was itmade Fhilippines; Quezon; Palawan
Time period BC; 890-710 BC Late Neolithic Period
Function ‘Secondary burial jar
Acquisition Systematically recovered by a team of archagologists led by Dr. Robert
Fox, former anthrap ologist of the National useum in 1964, The abject
enteredthe NH collection in 1964,

Owmer National Museum Philippines
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Jaris a jar with an and
impressed decorations. It s painted with hematite. On top of the Cover s a boat with two human
figures that represent souls on a journey to the afterife. The human figure in the rear is holding
& steering paddle with both hands; the blade of the padde is missing. The heads of the human
figures appear to be wearing a band tied overthe crown and under e jaw. The forelimbs of the.

Masterpiece of the day E—

amanging the comse. Atthe front ofthe boatis the image ofthe head with eyes, nose and
mouth. Itis the only burial jar of its kind in the Philippines.

History of the object
‘The jar was recovered in Chamber A, Hianunggul Cave, Lipuun Point Reservation (Tabon Cave.
Complex), Quezon, Palawan during the archaeological exploration undertaken by Dr. Foxin the
1960s. Considered the most significant object n the National Huseum, the jar is on display in
Case #3, Kaban ng Lahi Gallery, 3rd floor, Hluseum of the Filipino People.
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Contact

Julie Trébault

Liaison and innovation officer for the VCM project
National museum of Ethnology, Leiden

The Netherlands

Tel.: +31 (0)71-5168713

julie@volkenkunde.nl




